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877870 Abdullah, Chelsea
Stardust thief, The

Orbit 2022 9780316368865 Neither here nor there, but long ago... Loulie al-Nazari is the Midnight
Merchant: a thief who, with the help of her jinn bodyguard, hunts and
sells illegal magic. When she saves the life of a cowardly prince, she
draws the attention of his powerful father, the sultan, who blackmails her
into finding an ancient lamp that has the power to revive the barren
land, at the cost of sacrificing all jinn. With no choice but to obey or be
executed, Loulie journeys with the sultan's oldest son to find the artifact.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10 & above
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995953 Akhurst, Graham
Borderland

University of Western
Australia Press

2023 9781760802646 Jono, a city-born Indigenous teenager is trying to figure out who he
really is. Life in Brisbane hasn't exactly made him feel connected to his
Country or community.

After graduating, Jono and his friend Jenny score gigs at the Aboriginal
Performing Arts Centre and an incredible opportunity comes knocking -
interning with a documentary crew. Their mission? To promote a big
government mining project in the Queensland desert. The catch? The
details are sketchy, and the land is rumoured to be sacred. But who
cares? Jono is stoked just to be part of something meaningful.

Life takes a turn when they land in Gambari, a tiny rural town far from
the city. He's haunted by an eerie omen of death, battling suffocating
panic attacks, and even experiencing visions of Wudun - a malevolent
spirit from the Dreaming. What's the real story behind the gas mining
venture? Are the documentary crew hiding something from Jono?
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

901576 Boyle, Alice
Dancing barefoot

Text Publishing Co 2022 9781922458711 Patch is out of place at Mountford College- she wears the wrong
clothes, she's not sporty or popular, she lives in a small flat above her
dad's record shop a world away from the leafy suburb where she goes
to school. And she has a secret long-term crush on basketball star Evie
Vanhoutte. Evie barely knows Patch exists until an accident involving a
bottle of ink and Patch's school uniform sparks a friendship that's equal
parts exhilarating and terrifying, and very, very confusing.

As if that weren't enough, Patch is also trying to deal with a jealous
school bully, forgetting to be supportive of her transitioning best friend,
Edwin, and worrying about how a potential new stepmother could throw
everything off course.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

820988 Brueggemann, Wibke
Love is for losers

Farrar, Straus and
Giroux

2020 9780374313975 Fifteen-year-old Phoebe thinks falling in love is vile and degrading, and
vows never to do it. Then, due to circumstances not entirely in her
control, she finds herself volunteering at a local thrift shop. There she
meets Emma . . . who might unwittingly upend her whole theory on life.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
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1019739 Ibanez, Isabel
What the river knows

Hodderscape 2023 9781399722186 In the glittering society of nineteenth century Buenos Aires Inez Olivera
has everything except the one thing she really wants; her parents who
frequently leave her behind on their adventures to Egypt. Then she
receives a terrible letter from her uncle explaining her parents have died
in mysterious circumstances. Determined to uncover the truth, Inez sets
sail for Egypt bringing only her sketch pads and an ancient ring that her
father had sent her. But upon her arrival in Egypt the ring flares with
ancient magic and Inez is thrust into a treacherous game that could
threaten her life. Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

803523 Ingemundsen, Linni
One in a hundred thousand

Usborne Publishing
Ltd

2021 9781474940641 Fifteen year old Sander wishes he was like everyone else. But he has
Silver-Russell syndrome, a condition that affects one in a hundred
thousand. It means he is smaller than all the other kids in school, a
place where the biggest and the loudest get all the attention. Like Niklas
.Everyone thinks Niklas is cool and good-looking - except Sander. He
doesn't like the way Niklas brags, behaves like a jerk and lies. Niklas is
one of life's tall people and next to him, Sander always ends up feeling
small. But Sander is different in more ways than one. He notices things
other people miss, and he's noticed something about Niklas...
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

992532 Jakobsen, Mette
Fireflies in flight

Angus & Robertson
(HarperCollins)

2023 9781460762097 Ally is on the run. The city is in ruins. Her friends are in mortal danger.
Nothing about being back in the city is easy, but Ally knows that she
must find the missing research before ONE does. The Administration
has tight control of the capital and there are eyes everywhere. In her
attempt to find somewhere to hide, Ally discovers that not everyone in
the underground resistance group she encounters is welcoming, or
safe. As tension builds in the city, Ally learns that the go-ahead has
already been given to start the deadly experiments on her friends who
are still locked up in the Towers. In a race against time, Ally is forced to
risk everything. Will she be able to find the hidden research? Can she
get back to the Towers to save her friends before it's too late? And can
she really trust Josh, the handsome resistance group leader?
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
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903245 Kenwood, Nina
Unnecessary drama

Text Publishing Co 2022 9781922458896 Unnecessary Drama is a funny and romantic coming-of-age story set in
a student share house in Melbourne. The story focuses on Brooke's
initial experiences living out of home while starting her first year of
university. Rule-oriented and organised, Brooke is ready for anything,
until she discovers her second housemate is really her friend-turned-
enemy from high school, Jesse. She vows to ignore him. However,
dealing with anxieties, mishaps and the unexpected complications of life
might make this promise harder to keep than she thought. Usually read
by students in years 9, 10, or above.

1019753 Landy, Derek & Holden, P.J. & Soffe, Matt
Bad magic: A Skulduggery Pleasant graphic
novel

HarperCollins
Children's Books

2023 9780008585785 'A small town in the middle of Ireland, a string of unexplained deaths
and a monster on the loose. Better call in the experts.
When Skullduggery Pleasant and Valkyrie Cain drive into Termoncara,
they discover a town with a drak past and a people haunted by darker
secrets.
There is a creature stalking the streets - a creature who delights in
cruelty, who feeds off the little hatreds, who grows stronger with every
drop of blood spilled.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

977794 Lonesborough, Gary
We didn't think it through

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2023 9781760526931 Jaime lives in Dalton's Bay with Aunty Dawn and Uncle Bobby. He
spends his downtime hanging out with his mates, Dally and Lenny.
Jamie's just an Aboriginal kid trying to find his way, but Mark Cassidy
and the while lads take every opportunity they can to bully him and his
friends.
One night, Jamie, Dally and Lenny decide to retaliate...but things don't
go as planned and the consequences are devastating.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
Can Jaime mend his relationships with himself, his friends, his family,
and his future?

971937 Lu, Marie
Stars and smoke

Roaring Book Press 2023 9780241646540 Winter Young is a global pop sensation. Everybody wants tickets to see
him. That's why a top-secret government organisation thinks he'll make
the perfect spy. His target is infamous business tycoon and bad guy Eli
Morrison. Because Morrison's daughter has just one birthday wish: a
private concert with Winter Young. Winter must use his stardom to crack
his target's inner circle and bring Morrison down. With him will be expert
spy Sydney - and she is convinced Winter doesn't have what it takes.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
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885973 Mara, Sunya
Darkening, The

Hodder & Stoughton 2022 9781529354874 The Storm is a deadly force that surrounds the city and curses everyone
in it. Vesper Vale and her ex-revolutionary father must evade both the
storm and the queen's soldiers by using dangerous experimental magic.
When her father is captured, Vesper must find a way to infiltrate the elite
squad of soldier-sorcerers, lead by the powerful Prince Valca. When
Vesper learns there's more at play within the deadly Storm, she must
risk everything to fight - including her heart.
This book contains adult themes, including depictions of death and
violence. Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

903246 Marney, Ellie
Killing code, The

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2022 9781760526535 1943. World War II is raging across Europe and on the Pacific front. Kit
Sutherland is hiding a huge secret when she is unexpectedly recruited
to work as a young codebreaker at Arlington Hall, a US Signals
Intelligence facility.

When Kit's roommate doesn't return home from a dance, it sparks a
search that ends in a gruesome discovery. And soon it turns into a
horrifying pattern: Government girls are being murdered in Washington,
DC.

Kit joins forces with three other girl codebreakers, Dottie, Moya and
Violet, and as they work to crack the killer's code, two things become
terrifyingly clear: the murderer they're hunting is getting closer every
moment... and Kit's own secret could put her in more jeopardy than she
ever imagined. Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

977801 McDowell, Kara
Prince & the apocalypse, The

Wednesday Books 2023 9781761264535 Wren is a planner, but breaking news of a comet hurling towards Earth
leaves her careful itinerary in tatters. Left behind after her senior-year
trip to London she meets cute Prince Theo, the British crown prince.
Wren and the Prince are soon forced into the highest-stakes journey of
them all, racing through Europe to get her back home before the end of
the world.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
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978216 McManus, Karen M.
One of us is back

Penguin 2023 9780593485019 Ever since Simon died in detention, life hasn't been easy for the
Bayview Crew. First the Bayview Four had to prove they weren't killers.
Then a new generation had to outwit a vengeful copycat. Now, it's
beginning again.

At first the mysterious billboard seems like a bad joke: Time for a new
game, Bayview. But when a member of the crew disappears, it's clear
this 'game' just got serious - and no one understands the rules.

Everyone's a target. And now that someone unexpected has returned to
Bayview, things are starting to get deadly.

Simon was right about secrets - they all come out in the end. And
Bayview has a lot it's still hiding.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

895351 Murray, Kate
We who hunt the hollow

Hardie Grant Egmont 2022 9781760508920 Seventeen-year-old Priscilla Daalma's entire family are Hollow Warriors
- legendary monster hunters charged with killing evil beasts from
beyond our universe. She's desperate to live up to that legacy, but she's
convinced neither she, nor her superpower - the ability to sense Hollow
energy - is up to the task.

But when Priscilla attempts a desperate ritual to enhance her abilities,
she accidentally triggers a frightening new power: the power to summon
monsters from the Hollow itself. Now, Priscilla must protect her loved
ones from supernatural monsters, and also from herself. Because if her
power gets out, all hell will break loose ... and Priscilla will risk losing
everything. Usually read by students in years 9, 10, and above.

903381 O'Clover, Ellen
Seven percent of Ro Devereux

HarperCollins US 2023 9780063318311 Seven percent of Ro Devereux is a fast paced romance which follows
Ro a creator of a app called MASH. The app becomes an overnight
success but Ro is forced to partner with Miller (her ex best-friend) A
story about loss, family dynamics and living your dreams. This book is a
21st Century look on life on socials!
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

Oseman, Alice
Heartstopper series

Any five titles read from this series can be included as official Challenge
books; up to five more titles can be included as your personal choice
books. To see the individual book titles and their PRC ID numbers, go to
the Series lists on the Booklists page, on the website. Or, you can
search for a series name or the individual titles by using the Search
function on the top left hand corner of the screen.
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1019755 Pacat, C.S.
Dark Heir

Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 2023 9781760875763 The Dark King has risen. Only a handful of heroes remain. The Hall of
the Stewards is in ruins. Pursued by dark forces, Will and his allies must
travel to the heart of the ancient world, forging new and dangerous ties,
and revealing the shocking secrets of the past. But Will is carrying a
dark secret of his own - his true identity. As the ancient world threatens
to return, can Will and his friends fight their fate? Or will the truths they
learn tear their world apart?
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

982995 Preto, Nicki Pau
Bonesmith

Hodder & Stoughton 2023 9781399722353 In the Dominions, the dead linger, violent and unpredictable, unless a
bonesmith severs the ghost from its remains. For bonesmith Wren,
becoming a a ghost-fighting warrior is a chance to solidify her place in
the noble House of Bone and impress her frequently absent father. But
when sabotage causes Wren to fail her qualifying trial, she is banished
to the Border Wall, the last line of defense against a wasteland called
the Breach where the vicious dead roam unchecked.

Determined to reclaim her family's respect, Wren gets her chance when
a House of Gold prince is kidnapped and taken beyond the Wall. To
prove she has what it takes to be a valkyr, Wren vows to cross the
Breach and rescue the prince. But to do so, she's forced into an uneasy
alliance with one of the kidnappers - a fierce ironsmith called Julian from
the exiled House of Iron, the very people who caused the Breach in the
first place -and the House of Bone's sworn enemy.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

998662 Sanderson, Brandon
Cytonic

Orion 2021 9780399555855 Spensa's life as a Defiant Defense Force pilot has been far from
ordinary. She proved herself one of the best starfighters in the human
enclave of Detritus and she saved her people from extermination at the
hands of the Krell - the enigmatic alien species that has been holding
them captive for decades. What's more, she traveled light-years from
home as an undercover spy to infiltrate the Superiority, where she
learned of the galaxy beyond her small, desolate planet home. Usually
read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
Now, the Superiority - the governing galactic alliance bent on
dominating all human life - has started a galaxy-wide war. And Spensa
has seen the weapons they plan to use to end it: the Delvers. Ancient,
mysterious alien forces that can wipe out entire planetary systems in an
instant. Spensa knows that no matter how many pilots the DDF has,
there is no defeating this predator.   "
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1019799 Sanderson, Brandon
Defiant

Orion 2023 9781473234604 Spensa has made it out of the Nowhere, but what she saw in the space
between the stars has changed her forever. She came face to face with
the Delvers, and finally got answers to the questions she's had about
her own strange Cytonic gifts.

The Superiority didn't stop in its fight for galactic dominance while she
was gone, though. Spensa's team, Skyward Flight, was able to hold
Winzik off, and even collect allies to help with the cause, but it's only a
matter of time until humanity-and the rest of the galaxy-falls.

Defeating them will require all the knowledge Spensa gathered while in
the Nowhere. But being Cytonic is more complicated than she ever
could have imagined. Now, Spensa must ask herself: How far is she
willing to go for victory, if it means losing herself-and her friends-in the
process.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

837330 Sanderson, Brandon
Skyward

Orion 2018 9781473217850 Defeated, crushed, and driven almost to extinction, the remnants of the
human race are trapped on a planet that is constantly attacked by
mysterious alien starfighters. Spensa, a teenage girl living among them,
longs to be a pilot. When she discovers the wreckage of an ancient
ship, she realizes this dream might be possible - assuming she can
repair the ship, navigate flight school, and (perhaps most importantly)
persuade the strange machine to help her. Because this ship, uniquely,
appears to have a soul. Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or
above.

1011981 Sanderson, Brandon
Starsight

Orion 2019 9781473217904 All her life, Spensa has dreamed of becoming a pilot. Of proving she's a
hero like her father. She made it to the sky, but the truths she learned
about her father were crushing.

Spensa is sure there's more to the story. And she's sure that whatever
happened to her father in his starship could happen to her. When she
made it outside the protective shell of her planet, she heard the stars -
and it was terrifying. Everything Spensa has been taught about her
world is a lie.

But Spensa also discovered a few other things about herself - and she'll
travel to the end of the galaxy to save humankind if she needs to.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
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903282 Sugiura, Misa
Love & other natural disasters

HarperCollins US 2023 9780062991249 Nozomi has it all planned out--a summer in San Francisco, the perfect
internship and fake dating the girl of her dreams. All she has to do now
is turn the fauxmance with the perfect girl into something real. But when
it comes to love, there's no such thing as the perfect plan.... Usually
read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.

885702 Waugh, HM
Evacuation Road

Rhiza Press 2021 9781761110351 Eva is far from home when everything goes wrong. And then it gets
even worse. Her evacuation bus leaves her behind, stranded with
classmates she barely knows. The chase is on. But South America is
big, and the old rules are changing quickly. This is the road trip Eva
never knew she needed. This is the race for the last flight home.
Usually read by students in years 9, 10, or above.
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